FACT SHEET – STREET LIGHTS

BACKGROUND

· Colorado Springs Utilities installs, maintains and operates streetlights within its service territory (City Traffic Engineering – prior to the current proposal – directed the location and number of lights to be installed).  The City of Colorado Springs was then billed for these services – services that were paid for out of the City General Fund Budget. 

· Due to competing priorities in police and fire services and capital improvements – in addition to other budget constraints – the City has been unable to keep up with a growing backlog of streetlights around the community.

· Last year, City Council – recognizing an urgent public safety need – asked Colorado Springs Utilities to assist the municipal government in addressing a backlog of nearly 8,000 street lights in the community.  

· Since Colorado Springs Utilities already installs, maintains and operates the city’s streetlight program, City Council recognized the economies of scale and efficiencies in moving the funding mechanism for the streetlight program from the municipal government to the community-owned utility.

· If approved by City Council in December, Colorado Springs Utilities would take primary financial responsibility for the streetlight program in 2003. 

UTILITY BILL IMPACTS

· If approved by City Council, beginning February 1, 2003, a Street Light Service Charge would be added to Colorado Springs Utilities’ commercial and residential customers’ monthly utility bill, providing they operate their business or live within the Colorado Springs city limits.

· Residential customers would see a Street Light Service Charge of approximately $1.79 per month.

· Non-residential customers would see a Street Light Service Charge of approximately $4.86 per month.

COLORADO SPRINGS UTILITIES STREETLIGHT PLAN

· As a community-owned utility, Springs Utilities, in partnership with the City and the Housing and Building Association (HBA), has proactively sought an approach to the street light program that is fair to residents, addresses new development and avoids future backlogs.

· Springs Utilities is implementing an aggressive plan to eliminate the backlog in five years and a long-term strategy that will prevent a backlog from increasing or occurring again. 

· Under the street light program, approximately 1,500 arterial, 300 residential and about 1,000 new development street lights will be installed annually, vs. a total of 600 streetlights per year under the old program.  

NEW DEVELOPMENT PLAN

· Under Springs Utilities New Development Program, developers will pay for 100 percent of the capital costs for streetlights in new residential developments, and 50 percent of the costs for streetlights on new arterial roadways.

· Streetlights will now be installed as areas are being developed, not afterwards, bringing immediate lighted streets to new areas and realizing a cost savings of 20 to 30 percent.  

INPUT OPPORTUNITIES

· Customers can receive additional information and provide input on the street light service charge and program by:

· Attending the rate case Public Hearing at 1 p.m. on December 18 at Plaza of the Rockies South Tower, Blue River Board Room, 5th Floor, 121 S. Tejon Street. 

· Reviewing a copy of the rate filings at www.csu.org, or by visiting the City Clerk’s office, City Administration Building, 1st Floor, 30 S. Nevada Ave.

STREET LIGHT REQUESTS

· Customers can request a street light in their area by calling Colorado Springs Utilities at 448-4800, and a member of the Street Light Program staff will follow up with the customer on the formal process.

EFFICIENT STREETLIGHTING TECHNOLOGY

· The following standards will apply to all public streets within the city limits:
· Full cutoff luminaries that direct light to the surface of a roadway for both arterial and residential installations
· Directional reflectors/refractors/prismatic glass for historic and upgraded areas
· Efficient high pressure sodium (HPS) lamps to be used on all new and upgraded installations
· Lamp wattage and pole heights are designed to the minimum requirements of City Traffic Engineering and the ANSI/IES RP-8 – The American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting. 
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